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| — [ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1 (b)) 
[—] pubUcation of the international appUcation (under Rule 12.4) 
r~l mtematiomlpreUmhiaryexannnation (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 
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Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 


1-24 
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Claims 
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Claims 
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Claims 




NO 
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1-24 
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2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

wnwi .TV & INVENTIVE STEP: 

GB 2139390 

Claims 1-24 are considered to be novel and inventive as the citation does not disclose the particular combination 
of features as disclosed in the claimed invention, viz., 

"A method and apparatus for allocating a prize using a gaming apparatus, the apparatus including : 
a primary controller for determining the award of a prize; and 

an auxiliary controller capable of communication with the primary controller, the auxiliary controller being 
further capable of communication with one or more gaming terminals, 
the method including the steps of: 

receipt by the auxiliary controller of data from one or more of the gaming ; ternunals the data including at least 
one gaming terminal identifier and associated gaming terminal accumulated amount, 
storage of the data in a memory accessible to the auxiliary controller, 

being responsive to the gaming terminal accumulated amounts for deriving a total contributory amount; 
determination by the primary controller of whether or not to award a prize based upon the total contributory 
amount; ■ 
where the determination is to award a prize, communication from the primary controller to the auxiliary 
controller of data associated with the determination; and 

analysis by the auxiliary controller of the data associated with the determination^id the data stored in the 
memory to determine to which of the gaming terminals the prize is to be allocated. 

Claimed invention is therefore, considered to be novel and inventive. 




